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17 December 2016               Thiruvananthapuram  

To 

Director 

Directorate of Environment and Climate Change 

Thiruvananthapuram 

 

Subject: Recommendations for the revision of the State Action Plan on Climate Change 

(SAPCC) by the Directorate of Environment and Climate Change 

Sir/Madam, 

Having conceptualized the SAPCC in 2014, the current revision comes at a much opportune 

time to reflect the developments between COP21 Paris to COP22 Marrakech that concluded 

recently, making the agreement universally binding. In Kerala, we have also witnessed 

emergence of environment-centric initiatives like the local vegetable production for Onam, 

developing environmental curriculum under ‘Saksharata’ mission, Malinya mukta Keralam, 

Nava Kerala Mission. The current budget also promised innovative projects like Carbon 

Neutral Wayanad as a State focus in coming years. Cochin International Airport was also 

showcased as a best practice in cities initiative in COP21, while Alappuzha model of waste 

management continues to win accolades nationally and internationally. 

With such developments, the Directorate of Environment and Climate Change stands with the 

privilege to integrate all this and more in its current reformulation. The department has the 

potential to mainstream and capture the essence of such climate action strategies in its overall 

working and policy document. In this process we would mainly suggest the following
1
; 

1. The document can be further strengthened as an action plan with interventions specific 

to transport, tourism, energy, loss and damages, health and welfare, additional to 

agriculture, fisheries and knowledge management initiatives that have been listed in the 

SAPCC. This should take into account the current United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals, as well as State context through flagship schemes from Suchitwa 

Mission, Haritha Keralam, ongoing Five-year planning and so on.  

2. Process for revision of the SAPCC can be more of an integrated and inclusive method 

by which all line departments are not just consulted in procedural means, but more 

participatory means (round tables or workshops) which bring together concerned 

officials, existing missions, and more importantly, technical experts, practitioners and 

civil society organizations (people’s movements). Campaigns like Save Our Rice to 

conserve indigenous paddy varieties of Kerala and entrepreneurs in waste management, 

energy sectors can be acknowledged and included in the SAPCC framework. 

3. DoECC can bring out further knowledge resources to understand the climate reality and 

vulnerabilities faced by the State, and hand-hold the government institutions to do 

                                                           
1
 In addition to the recommendations compiled from a State workshop on ‘Building a Climate Resilient Kerala’ 

conducted in September 2016 to strengthen SAPCC, attached with this. 
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climate-resilient planning (through checklists or guidelines specific to the department’s 

line of activity). The Directorate shows promising leadership to enhance capacity 

building of the government departments in climate-resilient project planning and 

implementation. 

4. The current SAPCC also requires inclusion of vulnerable groups like women and 

children, indigenous groups in its planning as well as strategic interventions. Scope for 

applying traditional and localized knowledge systems especially in Agriculture needs to 

be accounted for. The Directorate can also establish a knowledge network for achieving 

this outcome. 

5. The action plan should further be an opportunity for the State to understand and 

respond to global climate negotiations within the National perspectives, and make use 

of financing innovative cross-cutting interventions in community adaptation and 

resilience building projects.   

Thanal, with its experience as a knowledge partner for grassroots and policy makers alike in 

the last three decades, extends its complete support and appreciation towards the Directorate 

for the efforts towards building a carbon-neutral, climate resilient Kerala. Our Climate Action 

team has been constantly engaging with technical and knowledge partnerships across the 

country and outside to increase our understanding of climate vulnerabilities and resilience 

building strategies. 

We are thankful for your invitation for the current consultation and hope for such further 

collaboration in coming days. 

 

On behalf of the Executive Director, 

 

 

Shibu K Nair 

Director 

Climate Action and Sustainable Resource Use and Management 

Thanal 

0471 2727 150 
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