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PLASTIC
BURDEN
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Thiruvananthapuram: Mount-
ing plastic waste in the city might 
just not be killing the environ-
ment, it is also choking the corpo-
ration’s finances. The position 
paper on extended producer re-
sponsibility (EPR) for Thiru-
vananthapuram city corporation 
shows that corporation spends 
nearly Rs 10 crore to maintain 47 
resource recovery centres (RRC) 
set up for collection and disposal 
of  dry waste, mainly plastic waste.

The report has been prepared 
jointly by Thanal and Green 
Army as part of  national level 
audit launched by Global Alli-
ance for Incinerator Alternatives 
(GAIA) and Break Free From 
Plastic movement.

As per the report, the corpora-
tion spends around Rs 10 lakh to 
set up a Resource Recovery Cen-
tre. The cost of  manpower for 
handling such a facility itself  is 
to the tune of  Rs 2,100/per day. 
The corporation has set up 47 dry 
waste collection centres in the 
city. With an estimated annual 
maintenance cost of  Rs 50,000 for 
the facility and another Rs 25,000 
for transporting the material, 
yearly cost for running 47 dry 
waste collection centres is close 
to Rs 3.9 crore. Annual operation 
and maintenance charges are 
exclusive of  the Rs 4.7 crore in-
vestment for infrastructure.

Officials with the health wing 
estimate that collection and 
transportation of  plastic waste 
through RRC accounts for 20-30% 
of  the actual cost being incurred 
for disposal of  dry waste from 
households in the city. The collec-
tion statistics of  special drives 
conducted by city corporation for 
two years shows that between 

January 2016 and January 2018, 
corporation collected and trans-
ported 283.6 tons of  plastic waste 
from the households in the city. 
The corporation pays Rs 4 per 
kilo for transportation of  plastic 
waste and at this rate in two 
years city corporation spent Rs 
11.34 lakh to transport nearly 300 
tons of  plastic waste.

“What hurts us most is the 
money we are supposed to pump 
in every year for running of  re-
source recovery centres. Al-
though RRC is meant for all types 
of  dry waste, plastic waste collec-
tion happens frequently and the 
quantity has been on the rise, 
which is alarming, considering 
the monetary expense involved in 
the proper disposal of  plastic 
waste,” an official associated with 
corporation’s health wing said.

The special drives, which are 
held as per dry waste collection 
calendar, also costs corpo-
ration in terms of  
manpower deploy-
ment and related 
expenses. Spe-
cial drives 
are held in 
10 places 
simultane-
ously. For 
every col-
l e c t i o n 
drive 10 
transport 
vehicles, 10 
drivers, two 
health inspec-
tors for each 
counter, four 
workers per lorry 
and a junior health in-
spector per counter are 
deployed. “In the case of  a spe-
cial drive, we mostly deal with 
fuel expense as trucks have to 
travel an average of  30-40 km a 

day for trans-
porting garbage. 

As regarding the 
manpower, a sizable 

share is completely diverted 
to one purpose on that day, which naturally 
affects other mandatory duties of  corpora-
tion's health wing,” an official said.

The huge expense being incurred for peri-
odic collection and transportation of  plastic 
waste and other types of  dry waste has called 
for increased participation from manufactur-
ers. The city corporation is pushing for com-
pliance with extended producer responsibil-
ity as mandated by waste management rules 
put forward by the Centre. “If  the plastic 

manufacturers or producers of  any other kind 
of  dry waste come forward to take up the re-
sponsibility of  collecting back used plastic or 
dry waste and recycling it, corporation could 
be relieved of  a major expense. Besides, it 
would also force them to look for cheaper and 
eco-friendly alternatives,” said Anoop Roy, a 
health official with city corporation.
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Thiruvananthapuram: A year after the 
city corporation imposed a complete ban 
on plastic carry bags, plastic continues to 
be a major threat in terms of  total non-bio-
degradable waste generated in the city.

Plastic waste contributes 74.61% of  all 
types of  non-biodegradable waste gener-
ated from each household in the city, as per 
EPR report. Thiruvananthapuram corpora-
tion has close to 2,50,000 households and 
going by this rate a total of  4,242 tonnes of  
plastic waste is generated in the city a year.

The corporation officials said only a 
small portion of  the waste gets recycled or 
even collected in a scientific manner. The 
rest ends up in drains, roadsides and water 
bodies, which has been the major challenge, 
health wing officials said.

W h i l e  a 
h o u s e h o l d 
generates 0.35 
kg of  kitchen 
waste every 
day, 1.46 kg of  
plastic waste 
is generated in 
a household in 
the city every 
month. The 
contribution 
of  branded 

plastic packaging waste is estimated to be 
57.26% of  the 4,242 tonnes of  plastic waste 
generated in a year in households, ie, 2,429 
tonnes/year.

Analysis of  plastic packaging material 
samples from Thiruvananthapuram shows 
a higher influence of  single layer packag-
ing over multi-layer due to the dominance 
of  local brands. The report attributes it to 
the aspiration of  local or Indian brands to 
present their products in a globally appeal-
ing format, without considering recyclabil-
ity. This could be due to the pressure of  
sales as international brands are equally 
stocked in Indian markets, the report notes.

While multinational companies and 
FMCG giants have a significant share of  
waste produced from the consumption of  
food & snack products, top 10 companies 
contribute only one third to the total plastic 
waste generated, both in the number of  
pieces and weight.

Less than 
10% of plastic 

waste gets 
recycled

 Milk and curd covers |
LDPE (single layer)

 Flour batter cover |
LDPE (single layer)

 Provisions | LDPE
(single layer)

 Food parcels |
laminated paper, 
aluminium box, PP box

 Hard plastic | HDPE
(mineral water bottles, 
aerated drink bottles, 
chemical containers)

 Medicines | HDPE,PP
(tablet strips, tablet 
boxes)

 Oil cover | LDPE
 Food and snacks 

(fried chips, 
biscuits, cake) |                  
multi-layer

 Health and 
sanitation (Soap, 
shampoo, tooth 
paste) | LDPE

 Sachet (Healthcare 
products, pre-cooked 
food, toffees) | multi-
layer, single layer

 Others | LDPE, PP
(courier, wired mesh 
for vegetables and 
fruits)

WHAT CAN BE DONE

BURDEN ON CORPORATIONIN DAILY LIFE
 Total plastic 

waste collected 
and handed 
over between 
2016 and 2017 |
283.6 tonnes

Dry waste collection stats for January 2016 to 
January 2018 (Other than plastic)

GLASS

340 tonnes
CHAPPALS

88 tonnes

E-WASTE

21.738 tonnes
TYRES

8 tonnes

 For every kilo of plastic to 
be transported corporation 
spends `4

 In two years, corporation 
spent `11.34 lakh to transport 
283.6 tonnes of plastic waste

 Invite top 20 brands of 
plastic waste generators 
and top 10 brands from each 
category to formulate an 
innovative finance model 
that shares the economic 
burden of plastic waste 
management in the city 

 Collaborate with Kerala 
State-owned enterprises 
to establish take back 
mechanism for plastic waste

 Collaborate with 
Kerala Cooperative Milk 
Marketing Federation 
(Milma) to set up innovative 
product dispensing units/
mechanisms to reduce 
generation of plastic waste 

City Corporation Spends `10 Crore A 
Year To Run 47 Centres For Collection 

And Disposal Of Dry Waste
THE CITY AND ITS PLASTIC WOES

The city has 
close to 2,50,000 
households from 
which around 
4,200 tonnes of 
plastic waste is 
generated a year

*LDPE: Low-density polyethylene *HDPE: High-density polyethylene *PP - Polypropylene

Temple pond 
remains neglected 
AMBALAMUKKU

The big pond of Perur Sreekrishna 
Swami Temple at Ambalamukku now 
remains neglected due to negligence 
from Devaswom Board and temple 
authorities. The pond, once a favourite 
location for moviemakers, is now fully 
covered with algae and is also a dump 
yard of plastic and household garbage. 
The old sidewall, stone stairs and gate 
are also in dilapidated condition without  
proper maintenance and care. And, 
during night hours, the surroundings 
become a favourite spot for antisocial 
elements. Authorities should take 
necessary steps to rejuvenate the pond.

Citizen Reporter Sureshkumar N

A car, owned by an employee at the 
Technopark, had to be towed away 
after it got filled with diesel instead of 
petrol from a pump nearby. It’s a 
warning to motorists not to trust fully 
those at the petrol stations and to 
ensure that they are filling up their 
cars with the right fuel.

Citizen Reporter Suryajith 
Kattappana

BE A SMART TOI 
CITIZEN REPORTER
Keep mobile phone’s 
GPS on while clicking 
and sending pictures
Describe exactly 
where and when 
picture was taken, 
giving street names 
and other locators

More photos, videos 
on timesofindia.com

This road in Haritha Nagar near Vayalikada has been 
lying in this condition for the past few years. Rain and 
potholes together have made travelling an extremely 
difficult task for both motorists and pedestrians. The 
authorities concerned should open their eyes and find a 
permanent solution.

Citizen Reporter Arjun Nair
Motorists’ beware
TECHNOPARK

Road in bad shape
VAYALIKADA

Thiruvananthapuram: Dr John
Smoleniec, director of fetomater-
nal unit, Liverpool Hospital, Syd-
ney is not fond of technical terms
or jargons that will scare away pati-
ents visiting a hospital. According
to John, it is the duty of a doctor to
reduce the anxieties and clear all
doubts of a patient.

An expert in obstetrics, John
could speak for hours about the ne-
ed for compassion towards a pati-
ent, beside the field he specializes
in, ‘preterm fetal behavioural sta-
tes and fetal monitoring’. He was in
the city to attend KIMSFET 2018, fe-
tal medicine education and trai-
ning organized by KIMS Hospital.

John says that communication
is an important qualification to be
a doctor, which he learned through
his experience. Before choosing a
career in medicine, John worked as
an engineer. He holds a BSc (Hono-
urs) degree in Mechanical Engine-
ering. “I had worked with a lot of
people before I joined medicine. I
liked it and decided to take it up as a
career. Through experience I un-
derstood the importance of com-
municating with my patients.
Whether you are a PhD holder, a
scientist or the prime minister,
communication always wins the
way,” said John.

Speaking about the importance
of fetal imaging and early diagno-
sis, he said that with advent of tech-
nology many of the diseases can be
diagnosed early and treatment can
be provided. “Many a times when
we inform the person about some
abnormality in fetus, they just
think of termination. Meanwhile,
our way of communicating the
matter could help them under-
stand the available treatment. We
need to have to apply common sen-
se. A doctor should not throw tech-
nical terms at patient,” said John.

He was in all praise for the edu-
cation and health care sector in Ke-
rala. He said its maternal mortality
rates have improved tremendously,
from the rates of his previous visit,
a few years ago.

“Here, education is given much
importance, which helps people to
understand the false information
circulated on internet. But more
awareness need to be created on in-
fectious diseases among the public
and social media and celebrity en-
dorsement could reach larger audi-
ence,” added John.

An engineer who
became a doctor
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Dr John Smoleniec

TOI

PASSING
THROUGH

Thiruvananthapuram: The state literacy mis-
sion is stepping in to help the mentally challenged
patients through the world of letters. The first phase
of a comprehensive literacy programme, ‘Akshara
Santhwanam’, aimed at helping inmates of destitu-
te homes, old age homes and mental asylums will be
implemented at Mental Health Centre, Peroorkada.

The campaign will be inaugurated by social jus-
tice minister K K Shailaja on Wednesday.

As part of the programme, 25 women inmates of
the hospital will be trained by two instructors. Rat-
her than initiating them afresh to the world of let-
ters, the training will be focussed on recalling their
learning skills and what they have learned. Among
the 507 inmates of the hospital, 25 have shown the in-
terest to be trained and were selected for the pro-
gramme. The proposal was initiated by the authori-
ties of Mental Health Care centre two months ago
and the literacy mission decided to take it up.

‘The scheme is a kind of a therapy aiming to help
our patients to recall the forgotten details about
themselves. In the first phase selected 25 inmates,
who are recovering from the mental illness will be
included in the programme. They include professio-
nally qualified persons such as doctors, advocates,
engineers and teachers. But now they are mentally
unstable, thus this programme will teach them the
basics, will train them to achieve general awareness
and to make them able to read and write,” said Dr Sa-
sikala, a psychiatrist with the Mental Health Care.

‘The inmates here include non-Malayalis too. As
apart of the scheme, the State Literacy Mission has
provided a separate reader to each member. The
classes will be conducted twice every week. If this
scheme is working among the women members, we
will initiate it for men too,” she added. IT firm UST
Global has provided study materials including
black boards, pencil, pen and books for the mem-
bers. Literacy Mission director P S Sreekala will
hand over the study materials to inmates during
Wednesday’s event. 

Literacy programme
for inmates of

mental hospital 
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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